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Abstract

The formation of non-concatenative plurals in Arabic, and in other Semitic languages, has
always been one of the most challenging issues to many approaches and studies in both old
and modern linguistics.Another relevant and essential issue, which might be posed by the
linking relationship between a morphological singular form and its equivalent plural form,
is the difficulty of predicting how the latter is assigned to the former. While the third issue
lies in the degree of accuracy of the theory claiming that the non-concatenative plural form
is being derived from its corresponding singular one and that is spread in the literature.

Devoted to the nouns that only have one vowel in their stems, this paper will introduce a
new conception that extends the old ones that are concerned with the duality of the "few"
versus the "many", the fixed patterns, the "base" versus the "derivative" and with the
changes that are affecting this singular "base™ to transform it into a plural form. Our
proposed conception is based on a hypothesis that assumes the existence of an underlying
rule-based template that allows the formation of both the "singular" and the "non-
concatenative plural”. To prove our hypothesis, we will adopt a morpho-phonological
framework that is endowed with a multilinear annalistic grid, the theory of charm and
government, and the apophonic theory.

Key Words: Non-Concatenative Plural, Broken Plural, Template, Prosodic Theory,
Phonological Theory of Charm and Government, Apophonic Theory.
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