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Abstract

In this study, the researcher sheds light on the purposes of the predicate in Arabic language,
and aims to examine the use of the predicate in examples from the Quran (specifically Surah Al-
A'raf), after presenting a brief overview of it in the works of rhetoricians.and its significance lies
in the fact that what has been written about the purposes of the predicate in Surah Al-A'raf is
scattered throughout the works of commentators. The study followed an inductive-analytical
method by tracking the verses of this blessed Surah, and then analyzing them in an attempt to
understand the verses in an interpretive manner that allows for the deduction of the purposes of
the predicate. The researcher arrived at several important results, including: the predicate has two
primary purposes and numerous subsidiary purposes that are non-restrictive and require
interpretation. Surah Al-A'raf contains many examples of these purposes, some of which the
researcher has documented while others are his own interpretations. The most prominent of these
purposes include conveying information and its necessary consequences, warning, rebuking,
amazing, urging to strive, showing humility, and expressing regret.

Keywords: predicate, purposes of the predicate, Surah Al-A'raf, and rhetorical purpose.
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