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Abstract

Critical studies sought to explore various connections of the same text in order to penetrate its poetics,
aesthetics, conventions and techniques. The reception or reader-oriented criticism is considered one of the
theories that help in studying the text and analyzing it. Among these texts, the story "Smile" appears in the
collection called "Tigers" by Zagaryya Tamir. The story mentioned seems to form a rich environment for
diverse interpretations, as its various techniques—such as the use of gaps or blank spaces—allow for breaking
the horizon of expectation and anticipation. The construction of sentences relies on linguistic condensation
and economy, along with division, and so on. Moreover, it benefits from the variety of modern narrative
techniques, leading to a creative language suitable for short stories and very short stories. In this context, the
study also considers the contribution to opening up a space for renewed interpretations in such texts, by
attempting to engage the reader in decoding the text's codes and its symbolic meanings, and exploring the
intertextual references embedded in the modes of expression. All of this, and more, forms the material upon
which critical and dynamic activities can be carried out, with repeated readings. This approach is what the
researchers aim for as they primarily rely on **Reception Theory** and its various elements, components,
and implications. The scholars will not only focus on the theoretical aspects but will also move towards

analysis and application to specific contexts within the stories discussed in this study.
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